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Report
on
Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan (VKSA), 29 May - June 12, 2025

Introduction

In pursuit of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s visionary mission to create a self-reliant and
sustainable India, the Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, Shri Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, launched the Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan (VKSA-2025) at the ICAR-Central Institute
of Freshwater Aquaculture (ICAR-CIFA), Kausalyaganga, Bhubaneswar, Odisha, on 29 May
2025. This flagship initiative aspired to transform Indian agriculture by promoting the
widespread adoption of advanced technologies in farming, laying the groundwork for a more
resilient, productive, and prosperous agricultural economy. The broad obijectives of the Abhiyan
were as follows:

» Providing information about modern techniques for Kharif crops

» Providing information on government schemes and policies

» Information on crop and fertilizer selection according to soil health card
» Prepare innovation document by getting feedback from farmers

The Abhiyan was organized across more than 700 districts in the country from 29" May
2025 to 12" June 2025. Around 2,170 teams, comprising scientists from ICAR institutes, Krishi
Vigyan Kendras (KVKs), and officials from the respective state line departments, actively
participated in the campaign. Collectively, these teams covered approximately 1.4 lakh
villages, reaching out to over 1.35 crore farmers across the nation.

Participation by the ICAR-DWR scientists

During the VKSA, the Director and scientists of ICAR-Directorate of Weed Research (ICAR-DWR),
Jabalpur actively participated in various programmes organized across different locations in
Madhya Pradesh. The Directorate collaborated closely with ICAR-ATARI, Jabalpur, Krishi Vigyan
Kendras, and state line departments to ensure the successful implementation of the campaign. A
total of seventeen scientists from the Directorate were deputed to eight districts, including those
in the Bundelkhand region (Fig. 1). Hon’ble Director Dr. J.S. Mishra also took part in events held
in Jabalpur district, where he interacted with farmers and provided expert guidance on
effective weed management practices in different crops.

The deputed scientists covered 396 villages across eight districts, reaching out to a total
of 29,870 farmers, of which 23% were female and 77% male. The programme also witnessed
the participation of several dignitaries, including the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh,
State Cabinet Ministers, Members of Parliament, Members of Legislative Assembly, and other
officials. Scientists delivered technical talks on a range of topics such as weed management,
pest and disease control, soil and water conservation, varietal issues, and other field-level
challenges. They also interacted with farmers to identify prevailing problems and provided
real-tfime solutions and recommendations. Daily feedback reports were submitted to the
concerned authorities based on farmers’ responses and field observations. Additionally, staff
from line departments, including agriculture, horticulture, veterinary, and fisheries, disseminated
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information about various central and state government schemes available for farmers, along

with guidelines and procedures to access these benefits.
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Fig 1: Map showing the districts covered by the ICAR-DWR Scientists

Table 1: District-wise villages and farmers covered by the ICAR-DWR scientists in Madhya

Pradesh during VKSA-2025

District Deputed Scientists Vlllgg;s Farmar Participants
covered,(No.) Male Female Total
Anuppur Dr. Deeksha M.G. 13 445 133 578
Chhatarpur  Dr. Jeetendra Soni 15 1343 1091 2434
Damoh Dr. P.K. Mukherjee
Dr. Yogita Gharde 48 4482 955 5437
Dr. K.K. Barman
Jabalpur Dr. P.K. Singh
Dr. R.P Dubey 108 7189 2234 9423
Dr. Shobha Sondhia
Katni Dr. Archana Anokhe
Dr. Surabhi Hota 30 1363 317 1680
Mandla Dr. D.V. Pawar
Dr. Kuwardadra Sahadeo 93 1751 999 2750
Panna Dr. Himanshu Mahawar
Dr. A. Jamaludheen 44 1067 226 1293
Seoni Er. Vaibhav Chaudhary
Dr. V.K. Choudhary 45 5406 869 6275
Dr. Sreekanth Dasari
Total 396 23,046 6,824 29,870
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Agro-Climatic Profile of the Districts

Anuppur

The district lies in the North Hill Zone of
Chhattisgarh (Zone-ll), covering a
geographical area of 450,300 ha, with
236,700 ha under forest and 137,300 ha as
agricultural land. The district receives an
average annual rainfall of about 1,160 mm,
mostly  concentrated  during June to
September, with temperatures ranging from
11°Cin winter to 40°C in summer. Challenges
to long-term sustainability. The soils are

predominantly deep, medium, and shallow

black soils, with deep black soils covering around 67% of the area, generally low in nitrogen,
phosphorus, sulfur, and zinc. The cropping intensity stands at 131%, with 105,200 ha net sown
area. Major kharif crops include rice, maize, pigeon peaq, black gram, and niger, while wheat,
mustard, lentil, and linseed are grown in the rabi season. Rice is the dominant crop, occupying
109,000 ha with a productivity of 28.4 q/ha. Irrigation is limited, covering about 4,800 ha,
mainly through wells, tube wells, canals, and ponds. Agriculture in the district is largely tribal-
dominated and rain-fed, constrained by soil depth variation, limited irrigation facilities, and
monsoon dependence. Increasing climate variability and a decline in rainy days are impacting
forests, agro-biodiversity, and fragile ecosystems like Amarkantak, posing serious.

Chhatarpur

The district lies in the Bundelkhand Agro-
Climatic Zone (Zone-VIl), characterized by
rain-fed farming, undulating topography,

and mixed black-red shallow soils. The 1 -

region experiences a hot sub-humid climate
M P Chhatarpur -

with an average annual rainfall of 1,075 mm, =

mainly during the southwest monsoon. The s [
district has a cropping intensity of 143.3%, (”ﬁ ,_.,Q»,MF
with around 350,000 ha under kharif and > r

422,000 ha under rabi cultivation. Major &/'

kharif crops include soybean, sesame, black

gram, pigeon pea, and sorghum, while wheat, gram, barley, mustard, and peas dominate the
rabi season. About 61% of the cultivated area is irrigated, supported by local rivers and
tanks. Farming is predominantly small and marginal, with 86,161 small and 106,919 marginal
farmers. Challenges include erratic rainfall, soil erosion, and low soil depth, necessitating
improved water management and crop diversification strategies.
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Damoh

The district lies in the Vindhyan Plateau Zone (Zone-IV), . )
characterized by undulating terrain, predominantly % I
rain-fed farming, and a hot sub-humid climate. The

district receives an average annual rainfall of around ‘ '
1,200-1,250 mm, with the bulk of precipitation
occurring between July and September. Temperatures
typically peak around 39—-40°C in May—June and drop
to 9-15°C during winter. Agriculture in the district
covers a substantial area, with major kharif crops ¢

/

including soybean, pigeon pea, black gram, sesame,
sorghum, and paddy, while gram, wheat, mustard,

&

barley, and peas dominate the rabi season. Irrigation
facilities are limited, with most of the irrigated erratic rainfall, water scarcity, and small
landholdings. area dependent on wells, tube wells, ponds, and a small network of canals.
Farm holdings are largely fragmented, with 50% marginal farmers, 28% small farmers,
and a very small proportion of large holdings. Key challenges for the district include a very
small proportion of large holdings. Key challenges for the district include

Jablapur

The Jabalpur district situated in the Kymore Plateau and
Satpura Hills Agro-Climatic Zone (Zone-lll). It comprises
1,393 villages, covering a total geographical area of
5,19,757 hectares. The region’s climate is conducive to
the successful cultivation of a wide range of oilseeds,
pulses, cereals, and horticultural crops. The district
receives an average annual rainfall of 1,358 mm, with

temperatures peaking between 40°C and 43°C in

May and dropping to their lowest between 8°C and 10°C in crops include soybean, sesame,
black gram, pigeon January. The principal crops cultivated during the kharif season include
paddy, pigeon peaq, soybean, maize, and sesame, while in the rabi season, the cropping
pattern is dominated by wheat, gram, pea, and mustard. Of the total cultivated areaq,
approximately 28% is irrigated, and within this irrigated area, only 18% is double-
cropped annually. Key constraints include underdeveloped irrigation, moderate fertilizer
use, small landholdings, and a heavy dependency on rainfall.
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Katni

The district lies in the Kymore Plateau and Satpura

Hills Agro-Climatic Zone (Zone-lll), comprising six %tL

blocks and 409 panchayats. The district receives an ' e »
average annual rainfall of around 1,160 mm, / 4 u
mainly during June to September, with .

/ Katni o
temperatures ranging from 25°C in winter to 39°C H \
in summer. Agriculture is the backbone of the ¢ "
district, with 53.75% of the total area under '
cultivation and a cropping intensity of around «\ = §

160%. The district has about 2.11 lakh farmers, e

with an average landholding size of 1.16 ha, predominantly marginal and small farmers.
Maijor kharif crops include rice, maize, pigeon pea, and sesame, while wheat, chickpea,
lentil, and mustard dominate the rabi season. About 58% of the net sown area is irrigated,
primarily through wells, tube wells, and canals. The district also supports significant livestock
and allied activities, contributing to integrated farming practices.

Mandla

The district lies in the North Hill Zone of _
Chhattisgarh  (Zone-ll), covering a  total \r .1%.
geographical area of 959,290 ha, of which 51% &

is under forest cover and 243,800 ha is cultivated. K—
The district has a cropping intensity of 134% and

receives an average annual rainfall  of

B Mandla bs
approximately 1370 mm, primarily during the & T N
months of June to September. Temperatures range ./"";
from 10°C in winter to 42°C in summer, and the '!\t_\{;
terrain is predominantly undulating and hilly, with R-k;‘\/

light, medium, and heavy soils varying in fertility

and water-holding capacity. Major kharif crops include paddy (occupying 67% of kharif
area), kodo-kutki, maize, and pigeon peaq, while wheat, pea, mustard, and chickpea are
the principal rabi crops. Only about 16% of the net sown area is irrigated, with agriculture
being largely rain-fed and tribal-dominated, facing challenges such as hilly terrain,
fragmented holdings, and rainfall dependency
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Panna

The district lies in the Kymore Plateau and Satpura Hills
Agro-Climatic Zone (Zone-lll), covering a total geographical
area of 702,924 ha, of which 255,342 ha is net sown. The
district maintains a high cropping intensity of 187%. It
receives an average annual rainfall of 1,176 mm, primarily
during the southwest monsoon (June to September), with
temperatures ranging from 6°C in winter to 46°C in summer.
The terrain is largely undulating, and soils are predominantly
mixed red and black, shallow, light-textured, and prone to
erosion, with low fertility and deficiencies in nitrogen,
phosphorus, zinc, and sulfur. Agriculture is the mainstay of

the local economy, with about 48% of the cultivated area
irrigated through wells, tube wells, and tanks. Major kharif crops include paddy, black
gram, sesame, soybean, and pigeon pea, while in the rabi season, wheat, chickpea, lentil,
mustard, and pea are widely cultivated. The district has a predominance of small and
marginal farmers, who face challenges like soil constraints, rainfall dependency, and
variable irrigation access, though high cropping intensity and expanding irrigation
infrastructure offer growth potential.

Seoni

The district lies in the Kymore Plateau and Satpura Hills
Agro-Climatic Zone (Zone-lll), covering a total geographical
area of 875,400 ha, with 591,000 ha under agriculture and
328,200 ha under forest. The district receives an average
annual rainfall of about 1,160 mm, primarily during June to
September, with temperatures ranging from 21°C in winter
to 32°C in summer. Soils are varied, comprising mixed red-
black, red-yellow, medium and deep black soils, generally
low in nitrogen, phosphorus, sulfur, and zinc, but moderate to
high in potassium. The cropping intensity is 134%, with
around 435,000 ha cultivated in kharif and 348,000 ha in
rabi. Major kharif crops include paddy, maize, pigeon peq,

soybean, black gram, and sesame, while wheat, gram, pea,

lentil, and mustard dominate in rabi. Irrigation covers around 121,300 ha (24%), primarily
through tube wells, wells, and canals. Agriculture in the district is characterized by mixed
cropping systems, with a predominance of smallholders and tribal farmers, challenged by
rainfall dependency and nutrient-deficient soils, yet maintaining high cropping intensity.
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VIP Participation during VKSA-2025

The following is a list of eminent dignitaries whose esteemed presence added significance to

the programme in various districts where Directorate scientists participated as part of the teams.

1.

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh, Dr. Mohan Yadav (virtually) at Chhatarpur
on 29.05.2025

Hon’ble Member of Parliament, Khajuraho Lok Sabha Constituency, Shri V. D. Sharma
(virtually) at Chhatarpur on 29.05.2025

Hon’ble Tourism Minister, Government of Madhya Pradesh, Shri Dileep Ahirwar at

Chhatarpur on 29.05.2025

Hon’ble Minister of State for Animal Husbandry & Dairy, Government of Madhya
Pradesh, Shri Lakhan Patel at Damoh on 071.06.2025

Hon’ble Member of Parliament, Damoh, Shri Rahul Singh Lodhi at Bahmori and Kalhara
Kheda, Jabera, Damoh on 04.06.2025 and 05.06.2025

Hon’ble Minister of Culture, Tourism, Religious Trust & Endowment, Government of
Madhya Pradesh, Shri Dharmendra Singh Lodhi at Kalhara Kheda, Jabera, Damoh on
05.06.2025

Smt. Preeti Singh Thakur, Chairperson, Janpad Panchayat at Damoh on 04.06.2025

Shri Dhirendra Pratap Singh, MLA, Kothi at Vilayatkhurd on 29.05.2025 and
01.06.2025

Hon’ble Minister of State for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution and Rural
Development, Government of India, Shri Faggan Singh Kulaste at Mandla on

29.05.2025

10. Hon’ble Minister of Public Health Engineering, Government of Madhya Pradesh, Smt.

Sampatiya Uikey at Mandla on 02.06.2025

Key researchable issues identified

R/
¢

Severe infestation of weedy rice (Sadhuwa/Sadha) in Direct-Seeded Rice (DSR) fields,
leading to significant yield losses, highlighting the need for integrated and locally

adaptable management strategies.
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X/
°e

Widespread occurrence of herbicide-resistant and herbicide-tolerant weeds such as
Phalaris minor in wheat, and emerging tolerant species in soybean and maize,

necessitating alternative weed management approaches.

X/
°e

Escalating pest and disease challenges including Fall Armyworm in maize, Yellow Mosaic
Virus in soybean and pulses, BPH & stem borer in rice, Fusarium wilt in chickpea, and
termite infestation, indicating the need for updated, crop-specific integrated pest and

disease management packages.

X/
°e

Limited availability of high-yielding, drought-tolerant, and disease-resistant crop

varieties, especially for DSR and soybean.

+* Unscientific and excessive use of Paraquat for leaf desiccation in greengram cultivation,
leading to residue hazards in grains and associated health and marketability concerns,
indicating the need for alternative harvesting strategies and residue-free crop

management options.

** Acute water scarcity and irrigation limitations affecting crop productivity and
diversification options, emphasizing the need for drought-tolerant varieties, water-

efficient cropping systems, and improved on-farm water management practices.

%* Non-availability of custom hiring services and low-cost mechanization options for
operations like direct seeding of rice and pulse harvesting under green leaf conditions,

affecting timely and efficient farm operations.

** Soil health deterioration and land degradation due to continuous conventional practices,
improper bed formation along slopes, and residue burning, indicating the need for

integrated soil and resource management interventions.

+* Escalating human—wild animal conflict, particularly crop damage by monkeys, Nilgai,
and wild boars, necessitating research on socio-economic impacts and the development

of locally feasible, community-based management strategies.

** Post-harvest and marketing challenges, including high transportation and handling costs
and absence of farmer aggregation models, restricting price realization for farmers and

indicating the need for research on direct-to-market and local value chain models.

* Lack of scalable, scientifically validated natural farming models for major crops, alon
’ Y 9 ’
with limited awareness and adoption among farmers, necessitating research on location-
specific, eco-friendly production, pest, and weed management practices to improve soil

health, farm profitability, and ecological sustainability.
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Knowledge and skill gaps

%* Limited awareness and technical knowledge regarding scientific weed management
practices across major field crops, including effective control of problematic and

herbicide-tolerant weed species in different cropping systems.

%* Inadequate knowledge on pest and disease management strategies, particularly for
managing emerging threats like yellow mosaic disease in soybean, fall armyworm in

maize, and stem borer in rice.

X/
°e

Knowledge gaps in the adoption and application of climate-smart agricultural practices,
such as water-saving irrigation methods, integrated nutrient management, and soil health

improvement techniques.

** Poor awareness and limited adoption of natural and organic farming systems, coupled
with insufficient understanding of eco-friendly crop, pest, and weed management

practices suvited to these systems.

** Limited farmer awareness about the availability and benefits of improved, drought-
tolerant, and high-yielding crop varieties, particularly for rice, soybean, and millets

under water-stressed conditions.

** Lack of technical know-how on the safe, judicious, and effective use of herbicides and
other agrochemicals, leading to issues like unscientific paraquat use in greengram and

herbicide drift damage in rice nurseries.

%* Inadequate dissemination of knowledge regarding the use and benefits of farm

mechanisation options, such as Happy Seeders, low-cost implements, etc.

+* Limited awareness of nutritionally rich crops like millets, moringa, and other underutilized

high-value crops, and their potential in enhancing income, nutrition, and farm resilience.

% Knowledge gaps in the use and management of crop residues for soil health

improvement, in-situ conservation, and sustainable resource management practices.

** Inadequate capacity-building initiatives for promoting natural farming and other
scientific agricultural practices, including soil test-based fertilizer application, value

addition, processing, and sustainable crop production techniques.
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Suggestions and Way forward

R/
L X4

X/
°e

X/
°e

Strengthen region-specific research on emerging weed problems, herbicide resistance,

pest and disease management, and sustainable cropping systems.

Develop scalable, validated models for natural farming with appropriate weed, pest,

and nutrient management practices.

Enhance farmer capacity through targeted training, demonstrations, and participatory

extension on scientific and climate-resilient farming practices.

Promote dissemination of improved crop varieties, sustainable mechanization options,
and water-saving technologies through farmer-led demonstrations and custom hiring

services.

Encourage the inclusion of nutritionally rich crops like millets in existing cropping systems,
particularly in water-scarce areas. Further, create value addition opportunities for farm
produce and develop efficient marketing channels through the promotion of Farmer

Producer Organizations (FPOs) or other farmer cluster-based models.

Promote multi-stakeholder, technology-enabled strategies to manage crop damage and
farmer safety risks from wild animals in conflict-prone areas, with coordinated support
from agriculture, forest, and local administration departments to safeguard farmers’

livelihoods.
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Inauguration of Vikshit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyaan 2025
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District: Anuppur
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District: Damoh
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District: Jabalpur
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District: Katni
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District: Mandla
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District: Panna
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District: Seoni
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Field Visits and Demonstrations
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Dissemination of pre-Kharif advisory pamphlets
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Gracious presence of distinguished personalities
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‘Adopt advanced agriculture, horticulture,
fisheries, animal husbandry in scientific way’

W Staff Reporter 1

THE agriculturalscientistshave
a talk with the farmers during
aneventheld atKailavas Gram
Panchayat (Barela) of Jabalpur
district under Viksit Krishi
Sankalp Abhiyan 2025 on
Tuesday.

The Abhiyan is being con-
ducted at the national-level
across the country by the
Ministry of  Agriculture,
Government of India in col-
laboration with ICAR, Krishi
Vigyan Kendras and State
Agriculture Department from

farmers.

May 29 to June 12,

Dr JSMishra, Director, Weed
Research Directorate, Jabalpur
was presentaschiefguest while
Dr Dinkar Sharma, Director,
Extension Service JNKVV,
Jabalpur was the special guest.

Nr Sharma. in hic address

appealed to the male and
female farmers to adopt
advanced agriculture, horti-
culture, fisheries, animal hus-
bandry inascientific way so that
maximum quality production
and eeanamie henefite can he

T, T, 190205

haribhoomi.com

obtained.

Simultancously, healsohigh-
lighted soil health, climate
change, protected agriculture,
natural farming, crop diversity
and advanced machinery etc.
andemnhacisnd aneettinemax-

imum benefits by joining the
Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan.

During the program, repre-
sentatives from Krishi Vigyan
Kendra, Jabalpur and agricul-
ture and other related depart-
ments also provided informa-
tion about various projects
being run by the Government
of India, ICAR and the State
Government for farmers.

Dr. PK Singh, Principal
Scientist, ICAR, Dr. Achchta
Tomar, Dr. Pramod Gupta,
Scientist, KVK, Jabalpur
Rajendra Singh, Ekia Mishra,
Neeta Gujral, Kavita Amul,
Dulichand  Gaur, Neha
Deshmukh, etc. officers were
present. The Sarpanch of the
village, Gopal Prasad Yadav,
Secretary, Vunesh Jharia,
Mithlesh Yadav and a large
number of women and men
farmers were nresent
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Directorate on Social Media

ICAR-DWR-JABALP...

@DwrlIcar

Dr J S Mishra, Director ICAR-DWR,
Jabalpur along with team of KVK
Jabalpur and state line departments
visited the Singhuli village of Sihora
block (Jabalpur) on 03/06/2025 under
Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan 2025
and interacted with farmers to share
innovative farming practices.

20:13 - 03 Jun 25 - 65 Views

ICAR-DWR-JABALP...

@DwrlIcar

Scientists from ICAR-DWR, JBP along
with KVKs actively participated in
Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan at Khabra,
Nandgram and Ranital of Majhauli;
Raipura, Bharwara, Mulpura & Jarguwa
villages of Panna and Kudhari,Thanwari
and Rawthen (Seoni District)
#ViksitKrishiSankalpAbhiyan

o

e

22:29-03 Jun 25 - 69 Views

ICAR-DWR-JABALP...
@Dwrlcar

#ViksitKrishiAbhiyan
#ViksitKrishiSankalpAbhiyan
#viksitkrishisankalp
#viksitkrishisankalp2025

13:56 -

11 Jun 25 - 31 Views

) Icar-dwr Jabalpur is with Yogita
/&' Gupta and 8 others.
2Jun - Q

Scientists from ICAR-- DWR, Jabalpur and
scientists of different KVKs like Jabalpur,
panna, Chhatarpur, Mandla,Damoh, Anup pur,
Seoni, Katni along with representatives of state
line departments team visited various villages
and farmers field of Madhya Pradesh on 02
June 2025 and interacted with farmers and
created awareness about Improved Weed
Management, conservation agriculture, Soil
health, Natural/organic farming and improved
crops/vegetables cultivation etc.

dY Like

@ DrBadal Verma + 22 1 share
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/@ Icar-dwr Jabalpur is with e X 1'5 R

Yogita Gupta and 9 others.

1MJun-Q

#ViksitKrishiAbhiyan
#ViksitKrishiSankalpAbhiyan #viksi... See more
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Weed Knowledge to Benefit Everyone

Further Information
ICAR-Directorate of Weed Research, Jabalpur (M.P), India

0761-2353934, 2353101 0761-2353129

™
@ DirectorWeed@icar.gov.in & https.//dwr.icar.gov.in/
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